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Superintendent Dana Monogue, Deputy 

Superintendent Sherri Cyra and Assistant 
Superintendent of Operations Lori Ames provided 
an update on the fall planning scenarios at the 
Board of Education regular meeting on Monday, 
June 8.

School Board members also offered ideas they 
would like to see presented when the planning team 
presents at the June 22 meeting.

Board president Annette Ashley presided over 
the meeting at the District Services Center, while 
other Board members participated remotely. The 

Learning at home during the pandemic
The District moved to a virtual learning model 

for the final 10 weeks of the school year after 
school buildings were closed by Governor Tony 
Evers in mid-March and found that about 97 
percent of students were engaging in online 
instruction. 

Virtual learning began on Wednesday, April 1. 
Two different platforms were used by elementary 
students depending on grade, while middle and 
high school students used BUZZ.  

Superintendent Dana Monogue noted at a 
School Board meeting in the spring that about 
200 students out of more than 7,500 weren’t 
engaging regularly in virtual learning, according 
to anecdotal information from social workers and 
other school staff.  

The District worked to make sure lack of devices 
or internet wasn’t a barrier to virtual learning, 
Monogue noted. MCPASD distributed more than 
2,500 Chromebooks to students after schools 

continued on page 5

continued on page 5

District considers instructional scenarios for 2020-21
School Board has held five virtual meetings since 
mid-March. The Board plans to return to in-person 
meetings in July.

Board members noted some District families are 
asking when children will return to buildings and, if 
a hybrid model that includes in-person and online 
instruction is necessary, if it is possible for students 
to be in buildings at least twice a week to minimize 
the impact on households.   

Monogue noted the fall scenario planning team is 
considering multiple ideas and will share the most 

plausible ones on June 22. If health data changes 
in the winter months, the District would consider 
closing buildings again and going with full virtual 
learning, she said.   

Monogue also noted the planning team is also 
looking at results from the survey that was offered 
in late April and early May and that more than 2,900 
took to determine what changes would be made to 
virtual learning if need to continue doing it.  

Some of the other suggestions School Board 
members had included:  

As we close an extraordinary school year and begin preparations for the 2020-
21 year, I’d like to extend a sincere thank you to the entire community for 
your support of public education. The students in our District are extremely 
fortunate to live in a community that values education, supports our teachers 
and staff, and believes in opportunities for all students. 

I know this has been a very difficult year for everyone.   When the pandemic 
was thrust upon us, we know it created challenges in delivering education, 
and we’re working every day to better meet those challenges should we be in 
a similar situation this Fall.   

When the COVID-19 Safer at Home Order was implemented, school district 
officials found a way to provide food for our students in need, and the community stepped up. This 
community contributed over $60,000 to the MCPASD Education Foundation providing breakfast 
and lunch bags, personal hygiene supplies, and a weekend food supply distributed on Fridays. Local 
businesses and places of worship assisted with the call to action, and the Middleton-Cross Plains Area 
community responded.

The Middleton-Cross Plains Area School District continues to be one of the fastest-growing districts in 
Dane County, and the underlying reasoning seems very clear: It’s because of a combination of strong 
community support, the strong curriculum, and opportunities provided through programming. Ask the 
families who live here why they came to our community, and many will indicate it was our schools that 
drew them. Without a strong community and school district partnership, that wouldn’t be the case.  

I am grateful for your continued commitment to education, to all our students and to our community. 
I am thankful for your confidence in us and our planning process.  Together we can continue to build a 
cutting-edge curriculum and activities designed to prepare our students to solve tomorrow’s problems.

Annette Ashley
Board of Education President

A message from the School Board president Information Days canceled:

All information will be
shared, available online
The previously scheduled in-person school 
Information Days, which are typically held 
in early August have been canceled.  Instead, 
families will submit their information online, 
and schedules will be posted in the student 
portal prior to the new school year.  Parents 
will receive an email in the next few weeks 
explaining the process. Families can also expect 
to receive a postcard with more details.  If you 
don’t have access to technology, contact your 
school office to receive a paper copy.

Annette Ashley
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Pat Adler - Middleton High School
Kelly Baker - Sunset Ridge
Stephanie Bartholomew - MHS
James Buechner - Elm Lawn 
Jeanne Butzek - District Service Center 
Kristin Cope - Elm Lawn
Jeanne Coyle - West Middleton
Theresa Dalton - Sauk Trail
Jean Derengowski - Transportation
Mary DiPiazza - MHS Pool
Mary Anne Doll - Sunset Ridge
Kathleen Farrell - Sunset Ridge
Patrick Godar - Middleton High School
Susan Hammer - Sauk Trail
Joan Hustad - Sauk Trail
Bob Joers - Middleton High School
Jeff Kind - Middleton High School
Doreen Klotz - Glacier Creek
Kim Longfield - Kromrey
Karen Lyon - Sunset Ridge
Marge Martig - District Service Center 

Staff retiring

District celebrates employee milestones
Nearly 70 staff members were honored recently for their retirement or for celebrating milestone work anniversaries.  Due to the pandemic, the District cancelled its annual 

breakfast, and instead honored their achievements through a video, celebrated their milestones through social media, and delivered a certificate and a small gift to their home.

Staff celebrating milestone work anniversaries

20 years
Mary Blackmore -Middleton High School 
Brenda Bollig - Northside
Cheryl Callin - Sunset Ridge
Daniel Drangsveit -Middleton High School
Eric Engel - Kromrey
Tiffany Francois -Middleton High School
Therese Goehring -Kromrey
Shirley Haack -Glacier Creek
Dale Jacobson - District Operations Center
Tina Klimke -Kromrey
Trisha Koch - Middleton High School
Steven Kurr -Middleton High School
Linda Levey -  District Service Center 
Sherry Lombard - Middleton High School
Gerald Moen - Glacier Creek
Cynthia Rickey -Middleton High School
Jennifer Roth - Sauk Trail
Stacy Sanders - Elm Lawn
Susan Sims-Mormino - Sunset Ridge
Rhonda Veroeven - Glacier Creek
Shawn Welti - Glacier Creek

Pat Adler Kelly Baker Stephanie Bartholomew

James Buechner Jeanne Butzek Kristin Cope

Jeanne Coyle Theresa Dalton Jean Derengowski

Mary DiPiazza Mary Anne Doll Kathleen Farrell

Patrick Godar Susan Hammer Joan Hustad

Bob Joers Jeff Kind Doreen Klotz

Kim Longfield Karen Lyon Marge Martig

Elsa Morrick Angela Norman Amy Pophal

Cindy Sanders-Schenk Steve Schulenberg Kent Taplin

Nancy Whitinger Randy Zander

25 Years
Kristine Berman - Middleton High School
Amy Gundeck - District Operations Center
Jill Gurtner - CSCS
Amy Jungbluth - District Operations Center
Carol Roach - Sauk Trail
Linda Schuerman - Middleton High School
Gloria Swayzee- Transportation
Kristin Wilson - Middleton High School
Heidi Wilson - Park

30 years
Ruth Bachmeier - Middleton High School
Connie Hammill - Sauk Trail
Deborah Hoskins - District Service Center 
Beth Kessenich - Northside
Jody Schriever - Middleton High School
Vicki Shaffer -  Clark Street Community School
Timothy Simon - Middleton High School
Tara Tesch - Transportation
Jamie Vandermause - Glacier Creek

55 Years
Peanuts (Rodney) Esser - Park

MHS Family & Consumer Science Teacher Tara Bradford 
has been named the 2020 Wisconsin ProStart Teacher of the 
Year by the Wisconsin Restaurant Association Education 
Foundation.

Bradford has taught in the District for more than 20 years. 
Prior to coming to MHS in 1998, she was a teacher for three 
years in the Hennessey (Okla.) Schools and for one year in 
the La Vega Independent Schools in Waco, Texas. She has a 
bachelor's degree from the University of Science and Arts of 
Oklahoma-Chickasha.

She was presented the award by Alex Vernon, the ProStart 
coordinator for the Wisconsin Restaurant Association 
Education Foundation. Bradford also received a plaque with a 
proclamation endorsed by Wisconsin State Senator Jon 
Erpenbach and State Representative Dianne Hesselbein. MHS 
principal Peg Shoemaker, associate principal Lisa Jondle and 
Career and Technical Education coordinator Greg Benz were 
also on hand for the ceremony.

"You are very well deserving of this award,'' Vernon said. "You 
have worked so hard.''

The award recognizes an exceptional educator in Wisconsin 
who utilizes the ProStart program in their classroom.  

As Wisconsin’s ProStart Teacher of the Year, Bradford will 
be nominated to be a finalist for national awards given by the 
National Restaurant Association Educational Foundation. She was also slated to be recognized at the 
national convention in Washington, D.C. in early May.

The ProStart program, administered by the National Restaurant Association Educational Foundation 
(NRAEF) and state restaurant associations, is a curriculum designed to teach high school students 
the skills needed for a career in the restaurant and foodservice industry.  Students also have the 
opportunity to participate in paid jobs where industry managers mentor them.  When students meet 
academic standards, complete a checklist of competencies and participate in at least 400 hours of a 
mentored work experience, they are awarded the ProStart National Certificate of Achievement that 
signifies they are well qualified to enter the industry workforce.

Elsa Morrick - Sunset Ridge
Angela Norman-  Northside
Amy Pophal - Northside
Cindy Sanders-Schenk - Glacier Creek
Steve Schulenberg - District Operations Center
Kent Taplin - Transportation
Nancy Whitinger - Middleton High School
Randy Zander  - Transportation
 

Bradford named ProStart Teacher of the Year

Tara Bradford and Wisconsin Restaurant 
Association representative Alex Vernon
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MHS band teacher 
Doug Brown and 
Glacier Creek 
sixth-grade teacher 
Lyndsey Ebben have 
been named 2020 
Kohl Educational 
Foundation Teacher 
Fellowship winners.

Brown and 
Ebben were two of 
100 teachers selected 
from around the state 
who were recognized. 
They were scheduled 
to be recognized at a 
ceremony in Baraboo 
on May 16, but it was 
canceled due to the pandemic.

Fellowship recipients are educators who have 
been chosen for their superior ability to inspire a 
love of learning in their students, their ability to 
motivate others, and their leadership and service 
within and outside the classroom.

Brown and Ebben will each receive $6,000.
Ebben graduated from UW-Madison. She 

previously taught as a kindergarten teacher 
at Hawthorne Elementary in the Madison 
Metropolitan School District. She joined MCPASD 
in 2011. Ebben has been a member of the Glacier 
Creek School Improvement Team since 2013. She 
has been a new teacher mentor for the District and 
PBIS Tier 1 Coach at Glacier Creek since 2014. She 
has also been a co-coordinator for the H2O for Life 

The Middleton-Cross Plains Area School District 
will rename its indoor pool after longtime athletic 
director Bob Joers, Director of Communications 
Perry Hibner announced this Spring. Joers was 
diagnosed with pancreatic cancer last fall and died 
on May 15. 

“There are so many people in the community who 
do so much and I’m humbled and honored by this 
recognition,’’ Joers said. 

Joers was the MCPA Indoor Pool’s first director 
when it opened in 1990. He served as the Middleton 
High School athletic director from 2011 until 
his retirement  He also was the school’s athletic 
director from 1995-2004 before he and his wife, 
Cindy, purchased The Little Gym. 

Joers was named the Big Eight Conference 
Athletic Director of the Year in 2019 along with 
the Wisconsin Athletic Directors District 5 Athletic 
Director of the Year. 

He was also the MHS boys and girls swimming 
and diving teams for more than a decade starting 
in 1988. Prior to coming to the District, he worked 
at the YMCA, was the race director of the Madison 
Triathlon and served as a coach for the Middleton 
Gators youth swimming program. 

“It is only fitting that we name the indoor pool 
after Bob,’’ Superintendent Dana Monogue said. 
“Bob is an icon in the community. He has done so 
much for our students, coaches and families over 
the years. He has always put people first. He has 
also built one of the top athletic departments in the 
state. On top of all that, Bob is a great person.’’ 

Middleton High School is currently undergoing a 
two-phase rebuilt and expansion that is expected 
to be completed for the start of the 2022-23 school 
year. Changes to the exterior of the indoor pool 
are part of first phase of the project and the plan 
would be to add signage naming the facility after 
Joers during that time, Hibner said. That part of the 
project should be completed by spring 2021, Hibner 
said. 

Joers graduated from UW-Madison, where he also 
swam, in 1986. 

Joers led Middleton to a runner-up finish 
at the WIAA Division 1 boys swimming state 
championship in 2000.  The Cardinals also 
finished third at state for three consecutive years 
from 2002-04. He was honored as the Wisconsin 
Interscholastic Swim Coaches Association state 
boys coach of the year three times over a four-year 
period. 

Joers also founded the Mad-Town Aquatic swim 
team in 1990 and served as a coach until 2005. 

Among the highlights during Joers’ tenure as 
athletic director: 
• MHS has received the Award of Excellence from 

the WIAA twice over the past three years. MHS 
was one of 15 schools to receive the inaugural 
award in 2016-17. MHS was also one of 27 schools 
to be recognized in 2018-19. 

• MHS won the prestigious WSN Cup for the first 
time in 2019. The Cup recognizes schools that 
achieve success in WIAA-sponsored sports. 
Hartland Arrowhead had won the Cup every prior 
year since it was first awarded in 2007-08. 

• MHS won WIAA Division 1 state titles in girls golf 
and boys cross country in 2019. The MHS girls 
co-op hockey team took second in state in March, 
while the girls basketball team was ranked No. 
1 and seeded first in Division 1 before the WIAA 
canceled the state tournament. The MHS girls 
snowboard team also won its fourth consecutive 
state championship. 

• MHS has won 18 WIAA state titles since 1997 and 
finished second at state more than 30 times in 

that span. The Cardinals have 28 varsity athletic 
teams. 

• In addition, Joers helped negotiate a five-year 
contract with BSN Sports in May 2018 that 
outfitted all MHS athletic teams with Nike. The 
contract netted the District more than $100,000 
in the first year. 
Joers was also instrumental in having a handful 

of MHS student-athletes participate in the annual 
WIAA Sportsmanship Summit, sponsored by Rural 
Mutual Insurance, that was held annually in Stevens 
Point every December. 

“That pool was always his vision and is there 
because of him and his desire to bring the sport 
of swimming into our community for thousands 
of children to grow up knowing and loving,’’ MHS 
girls swimming and diving coach Lauren Cabalka 
said. “He was the only coach I ever knew, from 
age 6 through my years at MHS.  He was the first 
person to believe in me as a coach and is the reason 
I am able to coach in the program he started from 
scratch.’’

fundraiser at Glacier 
Creek since 2013 that 
has raised more than 
$29,000.

"I am honored to 
be recognized for 
doing a job I love and 
enjoy,'' Ebben said. "As 
a teacher only nine 
years into my career, 
it is humbling to be 
acknowledged as a 
leader for positive 
change and for my 
ability to inspire a 
love of learning. I 
am grateful for the 
opportunities I have 
had so far as an educator to teach and learn in this 
District and I am excited for the years ahead.''

Brown, a Middleton native, is in his fifth year 
as Director of Jazz Studies, Percussion Ensemble, 
Marching Band, Hip Hop Education, and Co-
Director of the MHS band department. During his 
time at MHS, the jazz program has grown from two 
ensembles to four. More than 175 students are now 
involved in the jazz program, including members 
who are vocalists, orchestra musicians and rock 
band performers. For the first time in the history 
of MHS, the Seven O’Clock Jazz Band directed 
by Brown advanced to the Essentially Ellington 
Competition and Festival in New York City in 2019.

Brown earned a master of musical arts in wind 
conducting at Louisiana State University studying 
under Frank Wickes. During his time at LSU, Brown 

served as a graduate conducting associate with 
the Symphonic Band, Symphonic Winds, and the 
Wind Ensemble, as well as a teaching assistant 
with the LSU Tiger Marching Band. Brown was 
an assistant student conductor with the Eastman 
Wind Orchestra, Eastman Wind Ensemble, LSU Big 
Band and Chamber Jazz Ensembles  and the LSU 
Percussion Ensemble.

He previously worked as an instrumental  music 
teacher at Mesa View Middle School in Farmington, 
N.M., Piedra Vista High School in Farmington, 
N.M., and the North Broward Preparatory School in 
Coconut Beach, Fla.

"It is an honor and a privilege to be a Herb Kohl 
Fellowship recipient,'' Brown said. "I am grateful 
to work with students and educators who continue 
to innovate, create, explore, and are not afraid to 
push boundaries. An effective teacher finds ways 
to inspire enthusiasm in students, and incite a 
drive for more learning; with this fellowship, I will 
continue to foster student growth and do my part in 
preparing the next generation for success.''

Since 2015, six MCPASD staff  members -- 
Glacier Creek special education teacher Tim 
Ashe (2015), MHS and Kromrey German teacher 
Jolene Wochenske (2015), Kromrey principal Steve 
Soeteber (2016), MHS orchestra teacher Steve Kurr 
(2017), Glacier Creek band teacher Jeanne Hammes 
(2017) and Glacier Creek sixth-grade teacher 
Rhonda Veroeven (2018) -- have received Kohl 
Educational Foundation awards. 

Elm Lawn and Sunset Ridge art teacher Monica 
Kmak was honored in 2018 when she worked in 
Dodgeville. 

Brown, Ebben win Kohl teaching awards

Indoor pool to be named after Joers

Bob Joers, who served from MHS athletic director from 1995 to 2004 and from 2011 until his retirement this 
year, congratulates athletes during  student recognition at halftime of a basketball game. Joers died May 15.  

Lindsey Ebben, Glacier Creek Doug Brown, MHS
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Annette Ashley, Bob Green and Paul Kinne 
were re-elected to the Middleton-Cross Plains 
Area School District Board of Education on 
Tuesday, April 7. 

Green ran unopposed in Area II, which 
includes the Village of Cross Plains. He 
received 10,679 votes out of 10,774 (99.1 
percent). 

Ashley and Kinne won the two seats 
available in Area IV, which includes the City of 
Middleton, Town of Westport and the Town of 
Middleton. Ashley received 8,001 votes (38.9 
percent), while Kinne received 6,260 votes 
(30.4 percent). Katherine McCallum also ran 
and received 6,211 votes cast (30.2 percent). 

Green has served on the School Board since 
2003, while Ashley was elected to her fourth 
term and Kinne to his second term. They were 
sworn in at the regular meeting on April 27. 

Meanwhile, Ashley was elected the School 
Board president for 2020-21 at the regular 
meeting on May 11. She has previously served 
as vice president.

Green was elected vice president, while Todd 
Smith was elected clerk and Bob Hesselbein 
was elected treasurer. Smith and Hesselbein 
each held the same roles this past year.

There are nine members who make up 
the Board of Education and each year three 
seats are up for election. Citizens residing in 
the areas are invited to run for the Board of 
Education for a three-year term. 

Trio win re-election 
to School Board

The District established a Calendar Committee 
made up of teachers and administrators earlier 
this school year to look at potential changes to 
the school-year calendar after 2020-21 and daily 
schedule and make recommendations to the 
School Board. 

The committee met four times in the spring, 
the last three virtually after school buildings 
were closed due to COVID-19. The committee 
plans to keep meeting once school resumes.  

Members spent most of their fourth meeting, 
on May 21, in level groups focusing on what 
staff believes is important for them and students 
that should be included in a daily schedule. 

The committee also considered bell schedules 
and how changes might impact future calendars 
at its third meeting on May 5. 

The elementary level members were 
supportive of collaboration time for non-grade 
level teachers. The members also discussed how 
to limit encore teachers traveling to multiple 
schools. They spent part of their discussion 
considering late start or early release to get 
teachers more collaboration time. Members 
wondered when the committee needs to start 
getting feedback from stakeholders, such as staff 
and District families. 

The middle level members noted encore 
staff don’t have time for collaboration during 
the current school day. Members wondered if 
some staff meetings could be used for encore 
PLC time. They wondered how a late start at 
the middle level to get more collaboration 
time would impact the other levels and 
transportation.  

The high school level members also focused 
on how to build time for professional learning 
communities and collaboration although 
they didn’t have any recommendations. They 
suggested it might be possible to connect it 
with all-school resource on B days. They also 
discussed having late starts to provide time for 
collaboration. 

 The committee reviewed calendars from 
comparable districts at its meeting on April 16. 

Members liked that Elmbrook offered a 
records day for staff at the end of each quarter 
and that multiple districts had parent-teacher 
conferences on the same day. Members also 
noted some districts offered a snow makeup day 
in late May.

District officials still hope to hold an 
in-person graduation ceremony for the 
Class of 2020 at Breitenbach Stadium 
on Saturday, July 25 at 7 p.m. involving 
all 500-plus graduates, Director of 
Communications Perry Hibner said.

If there is inclement weather, the 
ceremony would be held on Sunday, 
July 26 at 7 p.m.

The capacity at the stadium is just 
under 2,600 so if a full in-person 
ceremony is held, CSCS and MHS 
will be providing a limited number of 
tickets to each graduate. The District 
plans to stream the event live for 
anyone who can’t attend, Hibner said, 
adding the video will also be available on the District’s YouTube Channel after the ceremony.

In the event the Forward Dane plan doesn’t allow for a full in-person ceremony by late July, the 
District is planning a smaller in-person event along with a virtual ceremony, Hibner said.

The smaller ceremony would involve 50 or 100 members of the Class of 2020 at a time. A planning 
team continues to work on details, although it would likely include a processional, an opportunity to 
walk on the stage to get a diploma, the changing of the tassel, and throwing caps in a safe way, Hibner 
said. The District is also looking at purchasing multiple backdrops so that photos could be taken around 
Breitenbach Stadium. 

The smaller ceremony may or may not include other attendees, Hibner said.
“We know how important this day is to families, 

but our focus will remain on making this day special 
for our seniors and the safety of those in attendance 
while making sure we follow the guidelines 
provided by local and state health agencies,’’ he 
said.

The virtual ceremony would include speeches 
from class officers and two other seniors, the 
presentation of the graduates by CSCS principal 
Jill Gurtner and MHS principal Peg Shoemaker, and 
short remarks by Superintendent Dana Monogue. 
The video will be put on the District’s YouTube 
Channel would also include live footage from each 
of the smaller, in-person ceremonies and the names 
and possibly photo of each graduate, Hibner said. 

The District will make a final determination about if a full in-person ceremony can be held no later 
than July 11.

While school buildings have been closed since mid-March, there have been multiple other efforts to 
recognize the Class of 2020, including:

• Yard signs were delivered to every member of the Class. The signs were purchased by the MCPASD 
Education Foundation and printed by The UPS Store of Middleton. CSCS and MHS staff members 
delivered the signs over a few days in early May.

• Senior Spotlight graphics that included the photo and names of CSCS and MHS seniors were 
shared on the District’s Facebook page. Each graphic contained pictures of up to six members of 
the Class of 2020. Three of four graphics typically ran daily over the course of four weeks.

• A spot on a digital billboard was purchased recognizing the MCPASD Class of 2020. The billboard 
is on Highway 14 next to Mounds Pet Food Warehouse and runs images of each graduate 1-2 
times daily starting on June 1 and running for four weeks. Two more print billboards in the area 
also have signs honoring the MCPASD Class of 2020. 

“It’s a small way to recognize members of the Class of 2020 during these extraordinary times,’’ Hibner 
said. “They can’t replace what the events we weren’t able to hold this spring, but we have been thrilled 
by the reception of the students, their families and our community to these efforts.’’

Adams Outdoor Advertising designed the billboards.

District plans for graduation ceremony 

Middleton-Cross Plains Area School District Food & 
Nutrition Services Department announced it will again 
sponsor the Summer Food Service Program.

They will offer breakfast and lunch beginning July 1 
and going until Aug. 14. Meals will be served weekdays 
except for July 3. Meals are provided to eligible children 
regardless of race, color, national origin, age, gender 
or disability and there will be no discrimination in the 
course of meal service. The Education Foundation is helping to cover the cost of meals and staffing at 
the locations other than Kromrey and Sauk Trail.

Meals will be served at: 
Kromrey Middle School and Sauk Trail Elementary from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  
Park Elementary in Cross Plains and Kalesey Court in the Town of Springfield from 11 a.m. to noon 
Arbor Lakes Apartments from 11 to 11:25 a.m.
Overlook Pointe Apartments from 11:35 a.m. to noon 
Morraine View Drive Bus Stop from noon to 12:25 p.m. 
Gammon Lane Bus Stop from 12:30 to 12:45 p.m. 

The program is open to children ages 18 and under. Adults can also pick up meals for children. Meals  
can’t be eaten on site. Best practices for social distancing will be observed at all sites. 

The District served 179 breakfasts and 1,947 lunches in summer 2019 and 862 breakfasts and 2,955 
lunches in summer 2018. Nutrition Services coordinator Amy Jungbluth said the numbers were down in 
2019 partly because summer school wasn’t held at Sauk Trail due to a kitchen remodel.

MCPASD had served more than 40,000 meals since schools were closed in mid-March due to the 
pandemic.

Summer meals available 

District establishes
Calendar Committee
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were closed but before online instruction 
began along with more than 100 MiFi devices 
for families who had unreliable or no internet 
service, Director of Technology Services Jim 
Blodgett said. The District also set up hot-spots 
in some school parking lots and made families 
aware of hot-spots near their neighborhoods so 
they could access the internet. 

The School Board received updates on virtual 
learning and the impact COVID-19 had on 
the District at each of its regular meetings in 
the spring. The District also asked families to 
participate in a survey about virtual learning 
that was open from April 24 to May 1. More 
than 2,960 people participated, which was 
about 25 percent higher than the number of 
people who took the last calendar survey in 
November 2017, Director of Communications 
Perry Hibner said. 

Sixty percent of participants indicated the 
amount of instruction their child had daily 
was just right, while 78 percent indicated their 
child was spending between 1-4 hours daily 
on virtual learning. Nearly 70 percent thought 
the difficulty of instruction was appropriate. 
Director of Curriculum, Assessment, and 4K 
MaryBeth Paulisse noted the survey confirmed 
that younger students were typically spending 
less time on virtual learning than older ones. 
Participants also indicated they would like their 
children to have more face-to-face time with 
staff.   

The open-ended question also confirmed that 
barriers for some students included face-to-
face sessions being offered but not at times that 
worked for some, glitches with the platforms 
the District was using and some technology 
access issues, although that was rare, she said. 

“These results are pretty impressive,’’ Board 
member Todd Smith said. “You’re never going 
to get 100 percent but to see the numbers we 
saw is a testament to all the planning and work 
done. It’s also good to know we won’t rest on 
our laurels and work to make it even better.’’ 

Deputy Superintendent Sherri Cyra noted 

the District’s COVID-19 steering committee met 
twice a week during the school year to address 
questions and concerns. Hibner sent a summary 
with highlights from those meeting to principals. 
Hibner also regularly emailed updates to staff and 
District families. MCPASD also had developed 
a COVID-19 Information & Updates page on 
its website where resources and additional 
information was stored.    

Cyra also said the District student services staff 
developed a Crisis Response Protocol document. 
The goal was to make sure support was being 
provided for students who might be struggling 
academically, with mental health issues of have 
other concerns.   

The School Board approved waivers regarding 
service learning and graduation requirements 
along with instructional minutes. The Wisconsin 
Department of Public Instruction informed 
districts that they could submit waivers, which 
would be approved, due to the extraordinary 
circumstances that resulted from the pandemic.  

The District started a meal distribution 
program at nine sites on March 17. Free breakfast 
and lunch were offered weekdays from 11 a.m. 
to noon except on April 10 and May 25 when the 
District didn’t have school. Nearly 40,000 meals 
had been served by June 5, the last day of school 
for students. 

The program will continue through June 30. 
Starting on July 1 and running until Aug. 14, the 
Summer Food Program will provide free breakfast 
and lunch on weekdays except for July 3 from 
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Kromrey and Sauk Trail. 
The District also worked with the Education 
Foundation to provide free meals at other sites 
around the District during that time. Check out 
the story on page 4 of the newsletter for more 
details. 

Construction projects at MHS, Park and Pope 
Farm continue to move forward and with few 
people in buildings the plan is to get ahead of 
schedule, Assistant Superintendent of Operations 
Lori Ames said. The facilities staff is also trying 
to get ahead of capital maintenance projects, she 
said.   

continued from page 1

Learning at home

• Impact on busing and drivers, who tend to be 
older.

• How to avoid congregating middle schools in 
cafeteria before school starts.

• Families who are negatively impacted if children 
remain at home.

• Letting families opt in or out of a particular 
model.

• How to provide support for families with children 
who have special needs.

• How to make sure students who were struggling 
when schools were open don’t fall even further 
behind if virtual learning continues.   
The Board suggested developing a communication 

plan that explains to families what will be done to 
help students catch up for instruction lost in the 
spring, grading options if virtual learning continues 
in some form, and the challenges of creating 
rigorous curriculum in an online format.    

The Board wondered with so many MCPASD 
staff having children in other districts if it was 
possible to coordinate plans among Dane County 
schools. Monogue said members of our fall scenario 

planning team are meeting with counterparts 
from other area districts and that Dane County 
superintendents also meet weekly.  

Bob Hesselbein noted it is important the District 
and Board remind families MCPASD will do what is 
realistic.  

“It’s a once-in-a-century pandemic. We are doing 
the best that we can,’’ he said.  

Todd Smith echoed those remarks, adding it is 
also important to remind families this is a fluid 
situation and it is better to wait and get as much 
information as possible to make the best decision. 
Katy Morgan also noted no matter what is done 
with virtual learning it won’t please every family, 
just like in-person instruction. Finally, Annette 
Ashley reminded the members the parent survey 
indicated a majority of families at each level were 
supportive of what has been with virtual learning by 
MCPASD.  

Monogue also said besides presentations on June 
22 and July 13 about fall instructional plans that the 
District will ask the School Board to approve any 
fall instructional plan at its regular meeting on July 
20.  

continued from page 1

Fall Planning
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For the second consecutive year, 
MHS has won the WSN Cup large 
school division.

The WSN Cup is in its 13th year 
and recognizes schools for their 
success in WIAA-sponsored 
sports.

The MHS boys swimming and diving team made history in a variety of ways en route to winning the WIAA 
Division 1 state championship on Saturday, Feb. 22. The Cardinals won the first state title in program history 
after finishing second the past two seasons. MHS is also believed to be the first team to win state without a single 
individual or relay capturing first place.

The MHS girls snowboard team captured its fourth consecutive WIARA state championship on Saturday, Feb. 
15 at Mount La Crosse. MHS had three girls place in the top 10. Sophomore Ella D'Orazio finished third overall, 
junior Eden Larson finished eighth overall and Emma Chandler was 10th overall. The MHS boys snowboard 
team finished fifth out of nine teams at state. Junior Dylan Veit took first place in boardercross and second the 
giant slalom and finished third overall.

The MHS boys ski team finished sixth in the 21-team state championships, which were held on Feb. 16 and 17.  
Griffin Ward finished sixth in the giant slalom, earning him an invitation to the Eastern National Championships 
in New Hampshire. Ward finished 14th overall.

MHS senior Parker Van Buren was one of just 
two Wisconsin boys volleyball players named 
to the prestigious Volleyball Magazine’s Fab 
Fifty list.

The MHS boys golf team ranked second in 
the Golf Coaches Association of Wisconsin 
preseason poll.

For the first time in program history, the Middleton co-op girls hockey team competed at the state tournament, 
winning its first game before losing to the Appleton Xavier co-op 5-3 in the championship game. Six girls from 
MHS played on the Metro Lynx, who finished the season 24-4. The team also received honorable mention 
recognition as part of the WIAA teams sportsmanship awards for state winter tournaments.

Senior guard Josie Lemirande, senior forward 
Karina Bursac and sophomore wing McKenna 
Monogue were all named second-team all-
conference, while senior guard Evie Coleman 
earned honorable-mention all-conference 
honors. 

Jeff Kind was named the Wisconsin State 
Journal all-area girls basketball coach of 
the year. Seniors Karina Bursac and Josie 
Lemirande and sophomore McKenna 
Monogue received honorable mention 
recognition.

MHS senior forward Brooks Kalscheur and 
junior defenseman Noah Ehrhardt received 
honorable mention recognition on the 
Wisconsin State Journal boys hockey all-area 
team.

MHS junior Taylor Engelkes received 
honorable mention recognition in the vault, 
floor exercise and all-around, while sophomore 
Megg Weiler was recognized in the uneven 
bars as part of the Wisconsin State Journal all-
area gymnastics team.

Seniors Cole Deptula and Parker Van Buren 
received honorable mention recognition on the 
Wisconsin State Journal all-area boys basketball 
team.

MHS senior offensive lineman Clay Craker 
and defensive end-punter Jake Wuebben were 
selected to play in the WFCA Large School All-
Star Game, on July 18 at Titan Stadium on the 
UW-Oshkosh campus. The game was cancelled 
due to the pandemic.

The MHS girls basketball team was set to compete at the WIAA Division 1 state tournament in March when it 
was canceled. The Middleton Common Council approved a resolution celebrating and honoring the top-ranked 
Cardinals on their virtual state championship. Senior Kendall Roquet spoke on behalf of the team. 

MHS wrestler Hernan 
Carranza was recognized 
recently by the National 
Wrestling Coaches 
Association & The United 
States Marine Corps 
with the Leadership and 
Character All-American 
Award. 

Hernan will be attending 
UW-Madison and majoring in computer 
engineering. He will also be attending tuition-
free as he was accepted into the Mercile J. Lee 
Scholars Program. 

MHS senior Sitori Tanin was awarded Academic 
All-State honors by the Wisconsin Basketball 
Coaches Association, first-team all-Big Eight 
Conference and first team for the Wisconsin 
State Journal all-area girls basketball.

Danny Lynam was named the Wisconsin 
Interscholastic Swim Coaches Association 
Division 1 boys swimming coach of the year 
after leading the Cardinals to their first state 
title.
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WHAT’S NEW
see pages 7-10 for more

•   Pope Farm Elementary School 
nears completion

•   High School design  
work completed

•  High School construction starts

•   Park Elementary School 
addition in progress

•   High School students work  
as Youth Apprentices  
during construction 

JUNE 2020

HELPING TO BUILD, BRICK BY BRICK 
On a bitter cold day in February, School Board members, District administrators 
and participants from the Facilities Planning Committee joined Findorff 
(construction) and EUA (architect) to lay bricks at the new Pope Farm Elementary 
School. Participants were able to sign a brick and work with Findorff masons 
to put their brick in place on the south side of the building. This ceremonial 
event was a way to thank many people for their contributions and allow them to 
continue to have a hand in building for future generations.
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DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION TIMELINE 

BOUNDARY PROCESS COMPLETE 

In December, the Board of Education approved new elementary and middle school 
boundaries starting with the 2020-21 school year. A committee of nearly 25 District 
residents met more than a dozen times and held two community forums to gather 
feedback before forwarding two possible elementary options and one middle school 
option. The selected option bene�ts students now and into the future.

School
2019  
Enrollment

Projected  
Enrollment 
2020*

Projected  
Enrollment 
2025

Building 
Capacity

Elm Lawn 475 404 422 497

Northside 444 440 456 466

Park 311 252 342 342

Pope Farm N/A 349 476 525

Sauk Trail 363 417 363 394

Sunset Ridge 496 353 402 485

West Middleton 484 406 433 443

*Projected 2020 enrollment based on May 18 enrollment update to School Board

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT

MAPS FOR EACH OF THE  
BOUNDARIES CAN BE FOUND  
ON THE DISTRICT WEBSITE AT  

mcpasd.k12.wi.us/community/ 
committees/internal-bounary- 
committee

Aerial photo of the High School.

Aerial photo of Pope Farm Elementary School. 

WINTERFALL SPRING SUMMER FALL WINTER SPRING SUMMER FALL WINTER SPRING SUMMER FALL FALL

2018-19  
SCHOOL YEAR

2019-20  
SCHOOL YEAR

2020-21  
SCHOOL YEAR

2021-22  
SCHOOL YEAR

2022-23  
SCHOOL YEAR

WINTER WINTERSPRING SUMMER

Phase II

Design Construction Move-in

Pope Farm Elementary School

High School
Phase I

Early Learning Center

Park Elementary School

Current CSCS building
WE 
ARE 

HERE
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The commons will greet visitors and serve as  
a hub for meals, large group learning and  
individualized instruction.  

The exterior has colorful metal panels that mimic  
colors found in the neighboring Conservancy. 

The Library Media Center (LMC) features great  
daylight and stunning views.

KEY FEATURES AT  
THE NEW SCHOOL

Grade wings organized around 
collaboration spaces to give
 students choices in where to learn

Large student commons with a 
social stair for large group or 
individualized instruction

Connection with nature and
the adjoining Pope Farm 
Conservancy

Library Media Center with a 
computer lab, makerspace and 
areas for project-based learning

Community access to certain 
areas on nights and weekends

Geothermal heating and 
cooling system

Smaller learning communities 
to make the school feel smaller

Separate pick up and drop off 
for buses and families bringing 
their children to school

POPE FARM 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
If you drive by Pope Farm Elementary School, you will clearly see all the makings of 
a beautiful elementary school. Outside, brick is in place, metal panels are displayed, 
playground equipment is being installed and roads are visible in many areas. Inside, 
the �nishes are coming together. Painting is nearly complete, doors are being 
installed, carpet tiles are being put in place and cubbies are nearly ready. A variety of 
woodworking items are being �nalized and interior wall graphics will soon be on site.  

It’s been a whirlwind since we broke ground 12 month ago. The school is on schedule, 
on budget, and will be completed this summer with plenty of time for staff to move in 
for the 2020-21 school year. 
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HELLO FROM POPE FARM PRINCIPAL JESSICA TAYLOR

INTERIORS REFLECT THE POPE FARM 
CONSERVANCY SETTING
Pope Farm Elementary School sits immediately adjacent to the 100-acre Pope Farm 
conservancy.  The conservancy has panoramic views, restored prairies and interpretive 
trails that have inspired the school’s interior design.  Each grade will have its own 
identity, all organized around unifying theme: pollinators. Grade-level graphics will 
help students �nd their way around and reinforce the school’s connection to the 
nearby conservancy. 

I am absolutely honored and humbled to serve as your 
principal at our District’s newest elementary school, 
Pope Farm Elementary! Our new school is looking 
beautiful and I can’t wait for all of you to see it. The 
colors, the design, and the windows, oh the windows, 
with all of the natural light coming in are going to 
make for an absolutely fantastic learning environment 
for our school community!  

I am excited to meet all of you and start our  
work together!

Principal Jessica Taylor

Separate pick up and drop off 
for buses and families bringing 
their children to school
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KEY FEATURES OF THE ADDITIONS AND RENOVATIONS MIDDLETON 
HIGH SCHOOL
High School construction has successfully 

kicked off even though we were unable to do 

a formal groundbreaking ceremony due to 

COVID.  As essential workers, construction 

crews have been on site since April safely able 

to make great progress on Phase 1. Portions 

of the building have been demolished and 

additional work has already begun.  

“Black box” theater used as �exible space for performing arts

Music and video suite with instructional spaces, editing labs, and video 
and music recording studios

Advanced culinary program with culinary labs, a professional kitchen, 
and a student-run café

The Launch Pad, space dedicated to fostering partnerships with local 
businesses and community groups

Advanced makerspace and fabrication center to support art and 
design, engineering, robotics, environmental education, building and 
construction, and the high school’s metals program

Space for CSCS (Clark Street Community School) the District’s project-
based charter school for high school students that is a laboratory for 
innovative education, informing teaching and learning throughout MCPASD 

Smaller core instructional areas organized by learning communities, 
including classrooms, small-group rooms, large-group spaces, and labs that 
are all connected to shared collaboration and meeting spaces

Edison “Eddie” has been watching the Findorff construction crew at 
Middleton High School from his home for weeks. For his birthday, he 
got his wish of coming inside the fence for a closer look at some big 
equipment. The crew had a great time showing Eddie, his siblings 
Jaden and Selene, and his parents Amanda and Kareem around the 
site. Thanks for keeping an eye on the site, Eddie! 

The Phase 1 work will include a 3-story classroom 
addition, renovations to the Performing Arts 
Center (PAC), and construction of the new black 
box theater, which will be used for practices, 
group instruction and small performances.   

Parking will continue to be limited through 
construction. The PAC and black box theater will 
open next year when construction work in that 
vicinity is complete.

9

Visit mcpasd.k12.wi.us/

construction-project-update 

for more images, drone video 

and progress update

Exterior rendering of the renovated High School. Interior rendering shows how learning communities 
help a large school feel smaller.

Construction progress makes room for a new  
second story walkway to connect the new north  
addition to the rest of Middleton High School.

FUTURE CARDINAL CHECKS OUT CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS

PHASED CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE
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Cole Klock is currently working at Middleton High 
School. His dad, Jason, is also a Findorff Labor Fore-
man at the Pope Farm Elementary School project! 

Anton Gresch is currently working on Pope Farm  
Elementary School tasked with skills like carpentry.

Gabe Medina worked on Pope Farm Elementary 
School and graduated from Middleton High School  
in the Class of 2020.

MIDDLETON-CROSS PLAINS AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

FOR MORE  
INFORMATION MCPASD.K12.WI.US PERRY HIBNER, DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS

phibner@mcpasd.k12.wi.us  |  (608) 829-9014

PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Park Elementary School students, staff and families are excited to have a new cafeteria and kitchen where they can have meals 

and gather in groups. Updated staff of�ces and conference rooms, along with additional bathrooms, will also be completed as 

part of this project.  The addition and renovation is coming together and will be ready for the start of the school year.  
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Throughout the construction projects, students have been hired by our construction manager, Findorff, to work as Youth Apprentices 
on site. In recent years, youth apprenticeships have had a growing presence in school districts across the state. This program offers 
students hands-on learning while exploring careers in almost any industry. In this case, students can go from the classroom to the 
construction site for an education that combines academic and technical instruction with on-the-job training. So far, three Middleton 

High School students have been working with Findorff as youth apprentices right in their own school district. 

Construction continued after 
schools were closed in mid-
March due to Governor Evers’ 
Safer at Home order. Findorff 
staff and subcontractors added 
new measures to keep workers 
safe including:

A Material Unit Lift Enhancer (MULE) 
system is being used at MHS to assist the 
mason installers by eliminating the weight 

of heavy blocks. The MULE does the heavy 
lifting, which reduces the physical stress on 

individuals and increases productivity. 

•  Social distancing

•   Face masks and other personal protective equipment when social 
distancing wasn’t possible

•   Staggered scheduling to limit the number of workers at any one site.

The result of these efforts is that all of the District’s construction 
projects from the 2018 referendum are ahead of schedule and 
continue to be at or under budget. 

COVID’S IMPACT ON CONSTRUCTION 

STUDENTS GET REAL WORK EXPERIENCE ON CONSTRUCTION SITES

DID YOU KNOW?
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There are 
fewer than 320 
National Merit 
semifinalists 
in Wisconsin. 
Only one high 
schools -- 
Madison West 
(19) -- had more 
semifinalists 
than MHS. In all, 
84 students from the Dane County 
area are semifinalists this year.

The 17 MHS students are Ava 
DeCroix, Noah Ehrhardt, Adam 
Hanson, Mary Hsu, Hu, Johnson, 
Andrew Kruck, Leffel, Caleb 
Radtke, Serena Raval, Roach, 
Elena Sacchetti, Shah, Stephen 
Shi, Anaka Srinivas, Alexa Williams, 
and Sean Zhang.

Eight MHS seniors -- Max 
Balasubramaniam, Ashley Biwott, 
Joshua Cochrane, Sophia De 
Oliveira, Kyra Ginsberg, Akshay 
Kelshiker, Forrest Peterson and 
Tyler Wilson -- were named 
commended students in the 
National Merit scholarship 
program. They are among 34,000 
students nationwide out of more 
than 1.5 million who took the PSAT 
to be recognized.

Nearly 90 District seniors received awards as part of the annual Scholarship 
Night program. The event had been scheduled to take place on Wednesday, May 
20 at the Performing Arts Center but was canceled due to COVID-19 concerns. 
A video recognizing the seniors and sponsors has been developed by the media 
production department and was available in early June.

In all, nearly 60 sponsors handed out about $69,000 worth of scholarships.
All MHS, CSCS and 21st Century eSchool seniors are eligible for scholarships. 

They must submit an application in February. Sponsors decide the criteria 
for determining scholarship winners. A committee made up of MHS teachers, 
counselors and administrators then meets and determines who wins each 
scholarship. Students may not receive more than one scholarship.

If you are interested in sponsoring a scholarship in 2021, please e-mail 
communications director Perry Hibner. 

Adonis Seiser McLain Memorial Scholarship: Aidan McLeod
Cardinal Booster Club Scholarships: Mattie Joers and Ross Davis
Cardinal School and Community Service Scholarships: 
Gianna Fussell and Jackson LeRoy
Cross Plains American Legion Flag Scholarships: Elizabeth Boehnen and  
Lily Baird
Cross Plains Area Chamber of Commerce Scholarship: Julian Westerlund
Cross Plains Optimist Club-In Memory of Al Ripp Scholarship: Lauren Fortney
Dewey Stendahl Memorial Scholarships: Christopher Sullivan, Katherine 
Meier and Thomas Kriewaldt
Dogtopia’s Noble Cause Scholarship: Elizabeth Mitchell
Drew “Goldberg”/Wiley Utterback Scholarship: Matthew Thompson
Elizabeth Carlson Memorial Scholarship: Apurupa Ballamundi
Florence S. Laudon Memorial Scholarship: Abhav Soni
Friends of the Performing Arts Center Scholarships: 
Chase Harless and Mary Hsu
Friends of the Performing Arts Center-Jim & Patty Nordhaus Scholarship: 
Gabriella Roach
Fritz Kaumpf/Daniel Florey “Just Ducky” Foundation Scholarships: 
Charlize Swift and Oliver Braaten
George Solner Memorial Scholarship: Mia Chapman
Gilsie Techam Memorial Scholarship: Anaka Srinivas
Greg Motl Memorial Scholarship: Makenzie Hodson
Griffith Family Boys Volleyball Scholarship: Parker VanBuren
Helping Hand Scholarship: Cindy Stefanek
Holo Art Scholarship: Emily Ulfig
Incredible Bank Scholarships: Joshua Cochrane and Lexi Hillebrand
Inspiring Hope Scholarship: Sophia DeOliveria
James Helmuth Perseverance in Athletics & Academics Scholarship: 
Karina Bursac
Joe Kuehn Memorial Scholarship: John Ohly
John Ferstl Memorial Scholarship: Cailin Bebermeier
Julie Zdeblick Memorial Art Scholarship: Logan Roach
Kiwanis Club of Middleton Scholarship: Barbara Collu
Kiwanis Club of Middleton & WI-UM Foundation Scholarship: Serena Raval
Kristie Konsoer Education Scholarship: Emily Ross
Lina Vergara Memorial Scholarships: Allison Michaels and Lauren Steiner
MEA Scholarships: Egan Johnson,Ella Rogers and Raad Allawi
Merlin Voss Bluebirds Basketball Scholarship: Katherine Ausman
Michael and Linda Hellenbrand Scholarship:
Elizabeth Folsom and Katelyn Maas
Michael Umhoefer Memorial Scholarship:  MaryAnn Browning
Middleton Education Foundation: Shruti Parthasarathy
Middleton Endowment Scholarship: Anna Jordan
Middleton Fire Department Scholarship: Madison Mormino
Middleton Future Scholars-Middleton Education Foundation Scholarship: 
Aslin Morales Colon and Eliot Jean, Jr.
Middleton Ionic Lodge 180 Free & Accepted Masons Scholarships: 
Andrew Karbusicky and Nicholas Hinz
Middleton Lions Club Scholarships: Clare Weigert and Magdalen Stone
Middleton Optimist Club Scholarship: Sophia Patton
Middleton United Soccer Club Scholarship: Blake Kalscheur
Middleton-Cross Plains Retired Educator’s Scholarships: 
Cecelia Jones, Earl Colin Bischoff and Micheline Jasinski
Mighty Middleton Scholarships: Ashlyn Phaneuf and Maya Becker
Mike Eller Memorial Scholarship: Clay Craker
Nel Ferstl Scholarship: Emma Kostecki
Nick Butzek “Race to the Finishline” ]Memorial Scholarship: Chloe Balster
Parker Vivoda Student-Athlete Scholarship: Kennedy Francois
Paul Kinne,Gingras, Thomsen & Wachs Attorney Scholarship: Alexa Williams
Robert and Debra Weitzel Sustainability Scholarships: Emily Florin,  
Lillian McKee and Sarah Healy
Sam Clay Memorial Scholarship  Amelia Mackey
Senior Class Scholarships: Aniket Anuja, Camille Malak, Elizabeth Engle,  
Erica Collin, James Sullivan, Lili McGuffey, Monike Smink  
and Rohan Shah
Standard Imaging Scholarship: Megan Schwartz
State Bank of Cross Plains Scholarship: Tyler Wilson
Tom Mielke Honorary “For the Love of Music” Scholarship: Ava DeCroix
UW Credit Union Scholarships: Grace Steinmetz, John Douglas and Sarah Miller
UW Provisions Scholarship: Cian Carlson
West Towne Rotary Club Scholarships: Emily Tormey and Maeve Gonter
UnityHealth Meriter Healthcare scholarship: Kennedy Francois, Jordyn  
Hogan, Camille Malak, Madison Mormino, and Ryan Whritenour
Verona Area Community Theater scholarship: Elizabeth Engle
Steve Stricker American Family Insurance scholarship. Kate Meier

Six MHS seniors --  Ava DeCroix, Noah Ehrhardt, 
Maylynn Hu, Caleb Radtke, Stephen Shi and Anaka 
Srinivas -- have been selected as candidates in the U.S. 
Presidential Scholars Program sponsored by the White 
House Commission on Presidential Scholars and the U.S. 
Department of Education.

They are fewer than 100 seniors from Wisconsin to 
earn the honor. MHS had the most candidates of any 
high school in Wisconsin. Approximately 600 students 
nationwide will be named semifinalists in April, and the 
161-member Presidential Scholar class will be announced 
in May.

Students have three paths to become a Presidential 
Scholar. The majority are selected based on broad 
academic achievement. Approximately 20 will be 
chosen based on their scholarship and talent in the arts. 
Another 20 will be picked based on their ability and 
accomplishments in career and technical fields.

Eden Girma, an MHS graduate in 2014, was named a 
U.S. Presidential Scholar that year.

The program was established in 1964 to recognize the 
nation’s most distinguished high school seniors. In 1979, 
the program was extended to recognize students who 
demonstrate exceptional talent in the visual, creative 
and performing arts. More than 6,000 students have been 
named a U.S. Presidential Scholar since the program’s 
inception.

Ava DeCroix Noah Ehrhardt Maylynn Hu Caleb Radtke

Stephen Shi

Anaka Srvinivas

Class of 2020 scholarships and awards 

Five members of the Class of 
2020 have received National Merit 
Scholarships.

Zach Leffel and Rohan Shah 
were awarded a National 
Merit Scholarship worth $2,500 
annually in May. They were two 
of approximately 2,500 winners 
nationwide -- and just two of 47 
from Wisconsin -- announced in 
May. Leffel plans to study internal 
relations, while Shah plans to major 
in biomedical engineering.

Maylynn Hu, Egan Johnson, and 
Ella Roach were awarded National 
Merit Scholarships financed by 
colleges and universities in early 
June. They were among fewer 
than 80 Wisconsin students to be 
honored out of just more than 
3,300 nationally.

Hu will attend Emory and plans 
to go into law. Johnson will attend 
Texas-Dallas and plans to major 
in computer science. Roach will 
attend Northwestern and plans to 
major in journalism.

MHS learned in September that 
17 students have been named 
National Merit semifinalists by 
the National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation.

Zach Leffel Rohan Shah Maylynn Hu

Ella Roach

Egan Johnson

Six receive national recognition

Five awarded National Merit scholarships
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Kromrey held a Battle of the Books event on 
Thursday, Feb. 13. The sixth-grade team of Harry 
Jin, Ryan Zhu, Owen Weisenberger and Ryan 
Slattery took first place in the middle division. The 
eighth-grade team of  Thaddeus Arrington, Amritha 
Mavuri, Roddy McLellan and Alexa Garber took first 
place in the senior division.

The winning teams did an online competition 

Eleven District middle level students competed in the State MathCounts Competition in Sheboygan on 
Saturday, March 8. The team from Kromrey placed first at that event, while eighth-grader Grace Wu advanced 
the National MathCounts event by taking third overall as an individual.

State participants included Amogh Akella, Isha Chilukuri, Alexa Garber, Harry Jin, Roddy McLellan, Amritha 
Mavuri and Grace Wu from Kromrey and Luke Zhang, Kevin Wu, Nathan Kwon and Ian Lam from Glacier Creek.

A team comprised of MHS and Glacier Creek 
students took first place in their team challenges at 
the Destination Imagination Blackhawk Regional, 
which took place at Kromrey on Feb. 29.

The team, 'just Do It' is made up of Glacier 
Creek sixth-grader Naveed Shaik, eighth-graders 
Corbin Slinde and Eric Ma along with MHS juniors 
Arber Jonuzi, Calvin Slinde, Sohail Shaik, and Jon 
Karanezi. Derren Slinde is team manager.  

Two other teams with Kromrey students, The 
Unstoppable Six and The First Timers also took 
first place in their respective team challenges at the 
regional, while a team of Sunset Ridge third-graders 
took third place in their challenge.

The First Timers consisted of six fifth-graders and 
captured first place in the scientific challenge. Team 
members included Barrett Wochos, Xander Whitley, 
Chloe Koeppe, Stella Schroeder, Madi DeRidder, and 

Kromrey 7th-grader qualifies
for State Spelling, Geo Bee
Congratulations to Kromrey 
7th grader Harry Jin, who 
qualified for both the State 
Spelling Bee  and State Geo 
Bee this year. 
The state spelling bee took 
place March 7, and the Geo 
Bee was online March 27.

Kromrey students enjoy Battle of the Books

The MHS dance team placed fifth in D1 hip 
hop and seventh in D1 pom at the Wisconsin 
Association of Cheer/Pom Coaches State 
Championships on Saturday, Feb. 1 in La 
Crosse.

It is the second year in a row the MHS dance 
team has been awarded a state trophy and 
the fourth time in seven years. The seventh-
place finish in D1 pom was the second-
highest result the team has ever had in that 
competition.

MHS seniors Payton Giles and Cece 
Lindbloom were two of 25 dancers to make 
the D1 all-state team. More than 83 dancers 
from across the state auditioned for the all-
state team. Giles and Lindbloom qualified for 
the state meet by placing in the top half of 
all performers at the Southern Regional in 
Watertown on Jan. 25.

Glacier Creek sixth-graders Kavya Kashyap, Radhika 
Gupta, Asha Chakravartula and Izzy Woods, took first 
place in the junior team division GIPS Team at the 
Future Problem Solvers Virtual State Bowl last month, 
and placed eighth for the International Conference.  
MHS junior Nikki Yu finished sixth in the senior 
individual competition.

More than 130 MCPASD students in middle and high 
school qualified to attend the Future Problem Solvers 

Nikki Yu

Students shine at Virtual Future Problem Solvers State Bowl

Kromrey team wins state MathCounts Competition

Kromrey students  
welcome fifth-graders

Destination Imagination teams do well at regionals

WEB is a spirited and interactive middle 
school transition program in which all Kromrey 
5th graders participate. WEB stands for “Where 
Everybody Belongs”, and is built on the belief 
that students can help other students succeed. 
WEB trains a group of 8th graders to be WEB 
Leaders- they function as positive role models 
who guide the 5th graders in discovering how 
to be successful in middle school. This year, we 
started our WEB Leader training virtually, which 
was full of laughter and experimentation!

The WEB program kicks off with a high energy 
and informative WEB Orientation day. The 5th 
grade WEB Orientation is tentatively scheduled 
for Thursday, August 20th, 2020 from 8:15am-
12:00pm. WEB continues year-long and provides 
support for 5th graders through a variety of ac-
tivities, such as WEB recess, read-ins, and team 
building games. The goal of the Kromrey WEB 
Program is to build a positive school climate 
by promoting connections between students 
and encourage personal and academic success. 
Check out Kromrey’s student services website 
for more details about this informative and fun 
program!  

with hundreds of teams from all over the state this 
week and the Kromrey middle division team placed 
third. 

Students had to read 20 books during the fall 
and winter in teams to participate in Battle of the 
Books. Kromrey staff members Nanci Marshall and 
Bets Pilon, along with retired teacher Diane Boles, 
helped run the events.

MHS seniors Kate Meier and Ella Roach 
and junior Madison Xiao were each recently 
recognized by the Scholastic Arts & Writing 
Awards.

Meier won a Gold Key, the highest honor, for 
her poetry. Roach received honorable mention 
recognition for her dramatic script. It is the third 
year in a row Roach has been recognized. She 
won a Gold Key in 2018 for a short story.

Xiao also received honorable mention for one 
of her digital art pieces.

All of this year's Gold Key, Silver Key and 
honorable mention recipients were honored at a 
ceremony at the University of Iowa on March  7. 
All of this year's state winners were also honored 
at the annual awards day ceremony on Feb. 8 in 
Milwaukee. The Gold and Silver Key Awards will 
also be displayed Feb. 1 through March 15 at the 
Milwaukee Art Museum.

The Silver Key is a statewide award, while 
artwork receiving a Gold Key Award goes on 
to compete for silver and gold medals at the 
national level, with entries from more than 
seventy-five other students.

Meier, Roach, Xiao
receive Scholastic Awards

Brooke Von Bergen.
The Unstoppable Six consisted of six 

seventh-graders and captured first place in the 
improvisational challenge. Team members included 
Rose Hulsey, Ellen Kwon, Rebekah Stine, Norah 
Kwon, Brianna Ter Horst, and Taranjit Seerha.

The Five Funny Bunnies placed third in the 
elementary level challenge. Team members 
included Sunset Ridge's Amy Ma, Olivia Hampton, 
Ria Shah, Thalia Siemsen, and Sophie Qadir.

Their story was about two sisters, Misty and Lily, 
whose grandmother was very sick. They stumble 
soon a book that gives information on a mystical 
amethyst heart that can cure any disease. The girls 
set out to find it. They have to create a new dance, 
which involves ballet, hip hop and an Indian dance 
called bharatnathyam, to get the mystical heart and 
use it to cure their grandmother.

State Bowl, which had been scheduled to take place 
April 23-25 in Green Lake but was canceled due to 
COVID-19.

FPS requires students to study a variety of topics 
and work to solve problems related to those topics 
in the future. They worked in February to complete 
the qualifying problem this year on the topic of 
“Gamification”. 

School and District offices remain closed
School offices remain closed. Please contact schools through the main office number.   The District Ser-
vices Center (DSC) reopens July 6 with normal hours, although there may be limited staffing.  Please call 
to set up an appointment  for registration or email reg@mcpasd.k12.wi.us with any questions.

Dance team shines at state
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Fourteen MHS students competed at the State 
DECA Development Conference in Lake Geneva in 
March. 

Six individuals and two teams placed among the top 
five in their series. Students took an exam and performed 
role plays based on scenarios they would encounter if 
they worked in marketing.  

Sophomore Grace DeCroix took first place in state in 
the Principles of Marketing series, while junior Zinnia 
Nie took first place on the economics exam.

Other MHS series champions included:
Second place: Emery Engling (Hospitality and Tourism 

Professional Selling)
Third place: Elena Roden (Apparel and Accessories 

Series); Zinnia Nie and Poojha Prabahara Sundar 
(Financial Services Team Series)

Fifth place: Poojha Prabahara Sundar (Financial 
Consulting); Lily Baird (Hotel and Lodging Series); 
Amber Kaplan and Elizabeth Schink (Sports Marketing 
Team Series)

In addition, Ashley Biwott (Financial Consulting) and 
Bridget Holahan (Apparel and Accessories Marketing 
Series and Professional Selling) earned honorable 
mention recognition.

MHS medal winners included: Lily Baird, Ashley 
Biwott, Grace DeCroix, Emery Engling, Bridget 
Holahan, Amber Kaplan, Zinnia Nie, Poojha Prabahara 
Sundar, Elena Roden, Elizabeth Schink,  and Daphne Wu.

“Students had an outstanding competition,’’ MHS 
DECA adviser Robert Hutchison said.”First-time state 
competitor Grace DeCroix did amazing. She medaled 
on all three of her events and finished first out of 51 
students.’’

Series champions qualified for the International Career 
Development Conference in Nashville, Tenn., in late 

Ch. 15 received more than 650 
nominations representing more 
than 400 schools from across 
southern Wisconsin. The station 
typically hands out 10 honorable 
mentions each year, but doubled 
the number to mark the 25th year 
it has presented the Crystal Apple 
Awards.

Approximately 25 other District 
teachers were nominated for the 
Crystal Apple Awards in 2020. 

“We receive so many 
wonderful nominations and it’s 
truly difficult to narrow it down 
to just a handful of recipients,’’ 
said Ch. 15 evening news anchor 
Leigh Mills, who has been 
involved in the project for the 
past 15 years. “Now more than 
ever, with teachers putting in 
extra hours to create new, online 
content for students and helping 
to address their social-emotional 
wellness during this time of 
social distancing, I’m very excited 
to be able to honor more teachers 
and highlight the inspiring work 
that's happening all over our 
viewing area.’’

MCPASD has had five educators 
-- Kromrey sixth-grade science 
and literacy teacher Kathy 
Hiteman (2018), MHS speech and 
language pathologist Katie Meves 
(2017), Park kindergarten teacher 
Amy Callies (2013), Northside first 
grade teacher Sharon Brown (2012) and MHS band 
teacher Brad Schneider (2012) -- receive the Crystal 
Apple Award since 2012.

CSCS educator Rick Evans, Glacier Creek fifth-
grade teacher Amy Weber, and Sunset Ridge 
kindergarten teacher Wendy Judd were among 
20 area teachers to receive honorable mention 
recognition as part of WMTV-Ch. 15’s Crystal Apple 
Awards.

Evans joined the District in 1998 and has spent 
his career at Middleton Alternative Senior High and 
Clark Street Community School.

“It is gratifying to be recognized,’’ Evans said. 
“Working with MASH and Clark Street students has 
been both rewarding and challenging. I have felt 
fortunate to be a part of the District and working 
with our dedicated staff at Clark Street has been 
very rewarding. It really has been a dream come 
true.’’

Weber has spent her entire teaching career in the 
District. She has also taught at West Middleton and 
Northside.

“I am fortunate to work with the most dedicated 
administrators, passionate teachers, creative 
students, and supportive parents, Weber said. 
“This nomination comes at a time when we are all 
working so hard to ensure that our students feel 
supported, and cared about, from afar. I am honored 
to be selected as an honorable mention, and 
grateful that what I value the most, as a teacher, is 
recognized and appreciated.’’

Judd has taught in the District for 22 years and 
was especially appreciative that her nominator 
mentioned her father, who passed away three years 
ago.

“It’s an honor to receive such an award,” Judd 
said. “It has been my goal to continue his work and 
the Do Something Good Club at Sunset Ridge is 
an avenue for helping others. I'm honored to have 
had the opportunity to teach in the District and I’m 
honored to learn from so many professionals who 
care about students.’’

CSCS junior Jenna Greenheck had the 
winning entry in the VFW's Voices of Democracy 
contest.

She shared her speech on "What Makes 
America Great" with members of Middleton's 
VFW Post 8216. Greenheck's essay acknowledged 
the work that still needs to be done, while also 
celebrating America's diversity and all the hope 
that comes with it.

The Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) audio-
essay contest was established it 1947 and offers 
students the opportunity  to express themselves 
in regards to a democratic and patriotic-themed 
recorded essay. Each year, more than 51,000 high 
school students from across the country enter 
to win their share of more than $1.9 million in 
educational scholarships and incentives awarded 
through the Voice of Democracy program.

Rick Evans

Amy Weber

Wendy Judd

Clark Street Community School has been 
featured in The Washington Post. 

A story on CSCS appeared in the Feb. 11 
edition of the newspaper. The story was 
written by Kevin Welner, a founder of the 
Schools of Opportunity project, the director 
of the National Education Policy Center and a 
professor specializing in educational policy and 
law. 

CSCS was one of six schools, and the only one 
in Wisconsin, to be awarded a 2018-19 Gold 
Recognition by the Schools of Opportunity high 
school recognition program.  In April 2019, 
CSCS was also ranked one of the top 50 blended 
learning high schools in the United States, 
according to Study.com. CSCS was ranked 36th. 

“We are thrilled that Clark Street Community 
School was featured in one of the top 
newspapers in the United States,’’ Director of 
Communications Perry Hibner said. “CSCS is a 
laboratory for innovative education, informing 
teaching and learning throughout the District 
and we are excited to share what they are doing 
with educators across the country.’’ 

The Schools of Opportunity program believe 
it important to recognize schools that are 
excellent because they engage in research-
based practices that focus on closing gaps in 
opportunity, regardless of the students they 
serve.

MHS was ranked the No. 2 high school in 
Dane County and the 14th best high school out 
of more than 550 in Wisconsin by U.S. News & 
World Report, according to a story posted on 
their website recently. 

U.S. News reviewed nearly 18,000 public 
high schools in all 50 states and the District of 
Columbia. 

The only other high school in Dane Coun-
ty ranked in the top 20 was Waunakee (10th).
MHS was ranked 633rd in the nation. MHS had 
a 96.44 ranking overall. It was lauded for its 97 
percent graduation rate and noted that 57 per-
cent of all students took at least one Advanced 
Placement exam. 

According to the rankings, the top Wisconsin 
High School was Whitefish Bay, while Cedar-
burg was No. 2. 

MHS has been a fixture among the top high 
schools in Wisconsin. MHS was 10th in 2019, 
12th in 2018 and ninth overall in Wisconsin 
in 2017, when it was also the top high school 
ranked in Dane County and the Big Eight Con-
ference. MHS was ranked No. 1 in Wisconsin by 
U.S. News & World Report in 2014. 

“We don’t chase awards and accolades but it 
is nice to acknowledge them,’’ District Com-
munications Director Perry Hiber said. “These 
honors wouldn’t be possible without the great 
work of our staff and administration at MHS 
and the support of our families. 

“It takes everyone to make a great school and 
we certainly realize the hard work done by all of 
our elementary and middle school staff and the 
role they play in this award.’’

Three recognized in Crystal Apple Awards

MHS DECA students again fare well at state

Sophomore Grace DeCroix took first place in state in the 
Principles of Marketing series, while junior Zinnia Nie took 
place on the economics exam at the State DECA Conference. 

Greenheck wins VFW contest

CSCS in The Washington Post

USNWR ranks MHS near top

Good luck to MHS students who will competing in 
the FBLA Virtual National Leadership Experience, 
which runs June 29 to July 1. Students will view the 
Opening Session, participate in a variety of leader-
ship workshops, compete in their events, and view 
the Closing Session/Award Ceremony. Students are 
in the process of submitting their information>

Maria Go will be taking an objective test and 
present a case study for judges in Sports & Enter-
tainment Management

FBLA members preparing for Virtual Nationals
Daphne Wu will be submitting a report in Busi-

ness Financial Plan
Emery Engling will be taking an objective test in 

Health Care Administration
Aarush Jain will be taking an objective test Intro-

duction to Financial Math
Josie Thomas will be taking an objective test In-

troduction to Business
Caty Bouril will be taking an objective test Intro-

duction to Business Procedures 

April but ICDC’s was canceled recently.
“Even though there was no official word at the time, 

we had a feeling that Internationals in Nashville at the 
end of April would be canceled,’’ Hutchison said. “I 
told the students the night before their series role plays 
to treat this as their Internationals. Eleven out of the 14 
students ended up qualifying for Distributive Education 
Clubs of America (DECA) has been around for more than 
60 years and has more than 185,000 student members 
in 5,000 high schools. DECA prepares emerging leaders 
and entrepreneurs for careers in marketing, finance, 
hospitality and more. 
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three other times received honorable mention 
recognition.  

“I am grateful for the opportunity to continue 
to engage with the students at Middleton High 
School and work 
on creating more 
opportunities 
for participation 
in athletics and 
activities,’’ White 
said. “I look 
forward to working 
with Jamie Sims 
as I believe our 
experiences and 
strengths will not 
only allow MHS to 
continue along the 
path set forth by 
Bob Joers, but also 
allow us to grow and evolve to meet the needs of 
our students.’’ 

The MHS athletic department has been one of 
the top programs in Wisconsin over the past two 
decades. MHS has received the Award of Excellence 
from the WIAA twice over the past three years. 
MHS was one of 15 schools to receive the inaugural 
award in 2016-17. MHS was also one of 27 schools 
to be recognized in 2018-19. 

MHS won the prestigious WSN Cup for the first 
time in 2019 and repeated as champion in 2020. 
The Cup recognizes schools that achieve success 
in WIAA-sponsored sports. Hartland Arrowhead 
had won the Cup every prior year since it was first 
awarded in 2007-08. 

MHS won WIAA Division 1 state titles in girls 
golf, boys cross country and boys swimming and 
diving in 2019-20. The MHS girls co-op hockey 
team took second in state in March, while the girls 
basketball team was ranked No. 1 and seeded first 
in Division 1 before the WIAA canceled the state 
tournament. The MHS girls snowboard team also 
won its fourth consecutive state championship. 

MHS has won 19 WIAA state titles since 1997 and 
finished second at state more than 30 times in that 
span. The Cardinals have 28 varsity athletic teams.

Jamie Sims has been named the athletic director 
at Middleton High 
School, while Ben 
White will move into 
the new position of 
assistant athletic 
director, beginning 
on July 1. White will 
also continue to serve 
as the MHS activities 
coordinator although 
he will give up his 
duties as MHS boys 
volleyball varsity 
coach. Approximately 
30 individuals applied 
for the athletic director 
position. 

“Jamie comes to us with a strong teaching 
background as well as proven leadership skills,’’ 
MHS principal Peg Shoemaker said. “He aligns 
with our vision to elevate the participation of 
our marginalized students. … Ben has done an 
incredible job with our MHS clubs and activities and 
his long-standing success as a coach will make him 
an asset in a growing student body.   

“Both of these administrators together are 
perfectly positioned to lead our athletics program 
to new heights of involvement on and off the 
field of play. They have the drive, creativity, and 
perseverance to help elevate all of our student-
athletes.’’ 

Sims replaces longtime athletic director Bob 
Joers, who was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer 
last fall and died on May 15. He served as the MHS 
athletic director from 2011-2019. He also was the 
school’s athletic director from 1995-2004 before 
he and his wife, Cindy, purchased The Little Gym. 
Longtime Verona athletic director Mark Kryka 
has served as MHS interim athletic director since 
January. 

Sims has worked in the Madison Metropolitan 
School District since 2015, first as the dean of 

students at Black Hawk Middle School and since 
January 2017 as the principal. Prior to that, he 
worked for more than a decade as a physical 
education and health teacher in Georgia. He also 
was a varsity track coach, defensive coordinator 
and line coach for a varsity football team and a 
basketball coach. He also serves as an adjunct 
professor at Edgewood College.  

Sims earned a bachelor’s degree from the 
University of West Georgia and a master’s degree 
educational leadership from Edgewood College. 
Sims is a native of Athens, Ga. He is married to 
Kristina and two daughters, Lilyana and Maleah.  

“I am honored to have the opportunity to follow 
the legacy built by Bob Joers,’’ Sims said. “My first 
goal upon entering this position is to amplify 
the great work that he has done and continue to 
build on the foundation that he helped establish 
at Middleton High School. I am excited to begin 
building partnerships and relationships with 
the coaching staff, athletes, and community in 
support of excellence for our athletic programs.  

“I know from my own experiences as a former 
student-athlete and coach that teamwork is 
essential to any thriving program so I am also 
grateful for the opportunity to work alongside 
the Middleton High School staff and community. 
I look forward to bringing my passion and 
dedication to the school and athletics program at 
Middleton in hopes of building on the culture of 
excellence that is already in place.’’ 

White, who previously worked for PBS 
Wisconsin, had also been the MHS boys volleyball 
coach for 19 years. The Cardinals have won 13 Big 
Eight Conference titles and advanced to the WIAA 
state tournament 11 times during his tenure. He 
was selected as the recipient of the 2016-17 NFHS 
Boys Volleyball Coach of the Year for the Central 
Section, which includes five Midwest states. White 
is a two-time State Coach of the Year and a six-
time Big Eight Coach of the Year.  

The MHS boys volleyball program has also 
twice won the WIAA Sportsmanship Award and 

Sims, White to lead MHS athletic department
Sims formerly middle school principal in MMSD;
White adds new role of assistant director

Aly Xiong has been named the District’s director 
of employee services, Assistant Superintendent 
of Operations Lori Ames announced.
“We are incredibly excited to have Aly as a part 

of our team,’’ Ames said. “His experiences and 
perspective will enhance both our conversations 
and decisions as we continue to serve all of our 
students, families, and staff.’’
Xiong’s first day is July 1. He replaces Tabatha 

Gundrum, who served 17-plus years in the 
position and is taking a similar position in 
Wausau.
MCPASD has nearly 1,200 employees.
“I am blessed to have been given this opportunity to serve and am delighted 

to join a school community that embraces each and every student,” Xiong 
said. “The Middleton-Cross Plains Area School District has a great reputation. 
Academic success for every student is possible and dependent on every 
District employee. I believe that in this learning community, each and every 
adult is here to play an important role in achieving our mission and assuring 
a rigorous, joyful, and culturally responsive educational experience for every 
student scholar who walks in through our doors.
Xiong has served as the chief learning officer at The Sanneh Foundation in 

St. Paul, Minn. since 2019. Xiong led employee training and development 
at The Sanneh Foundation and also supervised three regional directors and 
school districts to support students most underserved. He also played a 
leading role in creating pathways for educational institutions to add more 
teachers of color.
He has also served as executive coach and principal consultant for Xiong & 

Associates in Stillwater, Minn. since 2012 where he guided organizations with 
human resources needs, strategic planning and charter school start-ups. He 
was also a human rights enforcement officer for the Minnesota Department 

Jamie Sims
Ben White

Aly Xiong

of Human Rights, investing complaints in the area of education, employment, 
housing, public service, and public accommodation.
He was the chief diversity and affirmative action office at St. Cloud (Minn.) 

State from 2003-05. He also served a combined six years as the director of 
human resources and director of equity for the Minnesota State System, 
which is made up of seven state universities and 24 community and-or 
technical colleges.
Xiong also has more than 20 years of experience in K-12 schools. He most 

recently was the head of schools for the Gethsemane School in Maplewood, 
Minn. from 2012 to 2017. He has served as a middle school principal, along 
with the STEM and anti-bullying coordinator, in the Oshkosh Area School 
District.
He was the executive director of student services for the Anoka Hennepin 

School District in Coon Rapids, Minn. for three years. He also has served as 
an elementary principal for two  years at Prosperity Heights in St. Paul, Minn. 
and an associate principal for three years at Roseville (Minn.) Area High 
School.  He was a classroom teacher in Iowa City, Iowa for four years.
Xiong has received multiple awards, including: Minnesota Cultural Diversity 

Center Diversity Champion, Minnesota Minority Education Partnership 
Educational Equity Champion, Minnesota Minority Education Partnership 
Sharing Diversity Award, and Minnesota Division Assistant Principal of the 
Year.
He has a bachelor’s degree in education from UW-Stevens Point and a 

master’s degree in educational administration from St. Mary’s (Minn.), 
and an educational administration license-superintendent of schools at 
Minnesota State-Mankato. He has also done post-graduate studies in school 
improvement at the Harvard Principals’ Center and was a fellow at the 
Harvard Institute for Higher Learning.
“The greatest contribution employee services or a school principal can make 

is an excellent teacher in every classroom. That has been my passion and I am 
excited to continue this important work in Middleton-Cross Plains”, Xiong 
said.

Xiong selected Director of Employee Services

It is the policy of the public schools that no person may be denied admission to any public school in the District, or be denied participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be discriminated against in 
any curricular, co-curricular, pupil service, recreational or other program or activity because of the person’s sex, race, color, national origin, ancestry, creed, pregnancy, marital or parental status, 
sexual orientation including transgender status, gender expression, gender identity, gender nonconformity or change of sex, or physical, mental, emotional or learning disability or handicap as required 
by s. 118.13 Wis. Stats. This policy also prohibits discrimination as defined by Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 (sex), Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (race and national origin) and 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.
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Kromrey eighth-grader Maggie Tate’s play entitled, 
“We Deserve to be Lucky,’’ was selected to be per-
formed in Children’s Theater of Madison’s inaugu-
ral virtual Young Playwright’s Spring Festival on 
May 7. Maggie is pictured with CTM’s Erica Berman.

MHS juniors Isabel 
Prohaska and Kristen 
Stott were recognized 
as Students of the Year 
by the Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society.

Each student raised 
more than $50,000 for LLS 
during a seven-week span. 
The students formed 
their own teams and did 
their own fundraising, 
MHS activities director 
Ben White said. They were 
honored at the LLS Student of the Year gala 
on Friday, March 6 at the Concourse Hotel in 
Madison. In all, the area students recognized 
raised more than $266,000 
for blood cancer research. 

Stott, who raised 
63,926, was nominated 
by a 2019 recipient. She 
decided to participate in 
the campaign because 
members of her extended 
family have had cancer. 
She also is connected 
to a 7-year-old in 
Madison who has acute 
lymphoblastic leukemia.

"He was the main inspiration for my 
campaign,'' said Stott, who also wants to become 
a doctor. "I also feel like if one type of cancer can 
be cured, hopefully, all of the other cures will 
follow.''

One of Stott's fundraisers involved organizing 
a volleyball tournament that had 22 teams 
participate. She said she did it to honor White, 
who is also the boys volleyball coach at MHS 
and was diagnosed with lymphoma last year.

"It was a lot to organize, but it was a great 
way to get a lot of donations because there 
were hundreds of people involved,'' said Stott, 
who also worked at UW athletic events in 
concessions and set up Culver's Share Nights 
locally. "It felt amazing to attend the ceremony. 
It was great to be surrounded by people who 
supported me.''

Prohaska raised $56,275. She was inspired to 
participate after her cousin Lily was diagnosed 
with Hodgkins Lymphoma Stage 4 last year.

"It was absolutely gut-wrenching,'' Prohaska 
said. "I promised her I would fight her battle 
with her, and do everything I could to raise 
awareness and make an impact on the 
community.''

Prohaska also wanted to support Noah Sanger, 
a 7-year-old boy who has acute lymphoblastic 
leukemia and has endured more than 1,000 
doses of chemo, and 20 spinal taps.

Among the events Prohaska held to raise 
funds included a competition involving Glacier 
Creek and Kromrey to see which school could 
raise the most funds, reaching out to Piggly 
Wiggly and SwimWest, and working concessions 
at UW events at the Kohl Center. She also held 
Share Nights at Culver’s and partnered with 
Kendra Scott to create a limited edition ‘Lily’ 
collection.

She was nominated by fellow MHS junior Ava 
Jambor, who was won of the award winners in 
2019. "She has been my mentor, and support 
system this last year. I don’t think I could’ve 
pulled off what we did without her,'' Prohaska 
said.

Prohaska also received the Hero Award at the 
gala.

"I swear I cried the entire night,'' she said. 
"I have never felt so much love and seen so 
many people coming together. I met so many 
candidates who have now become my lifelong 
friends. We all won, we have the ability to say we 
came together, as high schoolers, to raise critical 
funds for cancer patients. I cannot wait to see 
what the candidates pull off next year.''

MHS senior Jade Davis and sophomore Hudson 
Roberts took first place at the Recipe for Excellence 
competition on Feb. 13 at UW-Stout in Menomonie.

It is the first time an MHS team has won the 
competition. MHS teams have taken third place 
the past two years. Davis and 2019 MHS graduate 
Autumn Meggers took third place last year.

Each team had 60 minutes to develop and prepare 
two identical pork entrees consisting of either 
a center cut boneless pork loin, a boneless pork 
tenderloin or a center cut pork chop. Their entry  
had to include a vegetable, starch and sauce. Davis 
and Roberts prepared a Honey Ginger Pork Pho 
recipe.

By taking first place, Davis and Roberts are also 
eligible for a $500 scholarship to UW-Stout.

"The students came up with the idea and rocked it 
out of the park,'' MHS Family and Consumer Science 
teacher Tara Bradford said. "So many of the industry 
judges complimented Jade and Hudson. I am so 
proud of them.''

The event was co-sponsored by Wisconsin 
Restaurants Association Education Foundation/
Wisconsin ProStart.  The event featured teams of 
two students preparing an entrée, all while being 
judged on teamwork, knife skills, sanitation and 
taste. Industry professionals will serve as judges – 
and provide critical feedback to students on their 
dish. The top three teams received trophies and 
scholarships.

MHS senior Shruti Parthasarathy was presented 
with the President's Volunteer Service Gold Medal 
in February in recognition and appreciation for her 
"commitment to strengthen our nation through 
volunteer service and inspire those around her to 
take action, too." She also received a signed letter by 
the President of the United States.

Earlier in February, Parthasarathy also was one of 
two Wisconsin students to receive The Prudential 
Spirit of Community Awards, a nationwide program 
honoring young people for outstanding acts of 
volunteerism. Each student will receive $1,000, an 
engraved silver medallion, and an all-expense paid 
trip to Washington, D.C. in early May where they 
will be recognized along with other recipients over 
the course of four days.

It is the latest recognition Parthasarathy has 
received. Here are some of the others:

Parthasarathy was awarded Young Leaders 
Visualize Health Equity Award by the National 
Academy of Medicine. Her Calm with Kalaa 
initiative, which aims to reduce stress and implicit 
bias with Indian Classical Dance, and an artistic 
statement about the thoughtful examinations of the 
role health equity in improving overall well-being 
have been published in the National Academy of 
Medicine’s permanent online gallery. Through a 
rigorous selection process, the National Academy 
of Medicine selects submissions across the nation 
to showcase ways art can help shape the social 
determinants of health in diverse communities.

Parthasarathy was awarded the highest honor 
by the National YoungArts Foundation for her 
exceptional artistic achievement in performing arts 
category for Bhartatanatyam, Indian classical dance.

Shruti Parthasarathy was one of 102 volunteers to 
participate in the Prudential Spirit of Community 
Awards ceremony.  She received a $1,000 scholarship 
and engraved silver medallion and also was awarded 
$2,500 to donate to the local COVID-19 response 
effort of a non-profit organization of her choice.

Kristen Stott

Isabel Prohaska

Students raise 
money for blood 
cancer research

MHS sophomore Hudson Roberts and senior Jade 
Davis took first place at the Recipe for Excellence 
competition in February at UW-Stout in Menomonie.

Students win Recipe for Excellence Competition

MHS senior Parthasarathy receives 
President’s Volunteer Service award

Phoenix Force, a robotics team made up of five 
MHS students won the FIRST Tech Challenge State 
Championship on Feb. 22 in Milwaukee.

The top three teams out of the 28 who advanced 
to state, which was at the Milwaukee School of 
Engineering, qualified for the World Competition 
in Detroit at the end of April. Nearly 160 teams 
representing 70 countries are expected to 
participate in the World Competition.

Team members include sophomores Cara Davis 
(main CAD designer), Thomas Kurr (mechanical 
engineer), Abby Woldt (mechanical engineer), 
Arianna Larson (main electrical engineer) and 
senior Moyraa Ismail Ali (lead programmer and 
captain). The team is coached by Lance and Amy 
Larsen.

Ali noted the team was ranked first at state and 
also set a record for the highest state score.

The team qualified for state by advancing out 
of a qualifying tournament where teams were 
judged on outreach, engineering design, and game 
performance. Phoenix Force took first place in its 
qualifier and also finished in second place for the 
Inspire Award.

Each year, FIRST comes up with a new challenge 
in which teams design, build, and program -- both 
autonomous and driver controlled periods -- robots 
to compete in. This year, the competition was also 
sponsored by Star Wars. Throughout the season, 
the robot competes against others to get the most 
points during a match. Teams advance to the next 
level based on those performances.

MHS robotics team wins state championship
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2019-20 BY THE NUMBERS
23.8 

16
National Merit Finalists (only state school 
with more was Madison West)

2
MCPASD Kohl Educational Foundation Teacher 
Fellowship winners for 2020: MHS band teacher 
Doug Brown and Glacier Creek sixth-grade teacher 
Lyndsey Ebben

4
 MCPASD’s ranking among all Wisconsin school 
districts, according to Niche.com

4
The number of state championships won by 
MHS athletic teams in 2019-20 as girls golf, boys 
cross country, and boys swimming and diving 
all took home WIAA Division 1 titles, while girls 
snowboarding won a state title for the fourth year 
in a row.6

Number of MHS seniors --  Ava DeCroix, Noah 
Ehrhardt, Maylynn Hu, Caleb Radtke, Stephen Shi 
and Anaka Srinivas -- selected as candidates in the 
U.S. Presidential Scholars Program. Fewer than 100 
in Wisconsin earned the honor.

1 & 4
The respective rankings of Kromrey and Glacier 
Creek among all Dane County middle schools, 
according to Niche.com.

9
The number of MCPASD schools that either sig-
nificantly exceeded or exceeded expectations, 
which are the top two categories, on the latest 
Wisconsin School Report Cards released by DPI.

9
District schools recognized as Healthy Kids, 
Healthy School winners. The nine MCPASD schools 
were the most of any district in Dane County.

$10.09
The mill rate, based on $1,000 of property value, 
for the District in 2020, an increase of 50 cents. 
The District had projected a year ago before the 
2018 referendum that the mill rate would increase 
by $1.65 per $1,000 of property value if the two 
questions were successful, which they were with 
more than 70 percent support for each one.

159
Number of 1-star state qualifying ratings for MHS 
band and orchestra events students at the Wis-
consin School Music Association Music Festival 
on Feb. 22. 

40
The number of area organizations recognized 
through the WASB Business Honor Roll awards. 
MCPASD has had more organizations recognized 
than any district in the state. The 2019 recipients 
were Ice Age Trail Alliance, Integrated Technology 
Solutions, Paragon Development Systems, Sauk 
Plains Plumbing and the Wisconsin Alzheimer's 
Institute.

5
MHS’s ranking among all Wisconsin high schools, 
according to Niche.com

 

65.2
The percent of District students in grades 3-8 
proficient or advanced in mathematics compared 
with the state average of 43.4 percent. percent. 

58.9
The percent of District students in grades 3-8 
proficient or advanced in English/Language Arts 
(ELA) compared with the state. average of 40.4 
percent.

7,437 
MCPASD’s 4K-12 enrollment for 2019-20, according 
to the Official Third Friday September count, 
which was 97 more than a year ago. 

Class of 2020
cap and gown pickup
MHS staff put a little pomp and circumstance into 
distributing caps and gowns in a socially distanced 
manner on Wednesday, May 27. Students arrived with 
their name on a sign, and drove through a balloon 
bridge as Principal Peg Shoemaker congratulated 
the seniors. Members of the staff placed their cap 
and gown in their car. Many staff members lined 
Franklin Avenue to wave to the seniors.  Due to the 
pandemic, graduation was cancelled on May 31. A new 
graduation ceremony is scheduled for July 25.  A final 
decision on the ceremony’s format will be made July 
11.

Class of 2019 ACT average  
(state average was 20.8)




